
CSF Weekly Gathering - September 30 

We’re glad you’re here! CSF’s weekly gathering is intended to be a 
space where students can meet together, discuss scripture, pray and 

build relationships. Our vision is to Make Disciples of Jesus on 
Campus. We are a Christian organization, but wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey - lifelong Christian, uncertain believer, part of 
another faith, or unsure God even exists - you are welcome to here. 
We seek to interact, and even disagree, with kindness and respect.  

Stay Up To Date: 
Website – https://www.csfpa.com/psu-berks 

Instagram @csfberks

Twitter - @csfberks

Discord and GroupMe too!


Upcoming Events: 
Discussion and Dialogue - Mondays at Noon - Discussion, prayer, Bible study, etc.


Campout - Friday, October 1


Fall Retreat - October 8-10 


Leadership: 
President – Emily Clapper (ezc80)	 	 	 Vice President – Danny Frederick (dpf5238) 

Secretary – Ayomide Ogunleye (afo5187) 	 	 Treasurer – Nathan Bonslaver (njb5515)

Worship Coordinator - Katie Lowery	 	 	 Exec-at-Large - Nivia McNeil

Pastor - Dave Hershey (dave@csfpa.com)	 	 Advisor - Sgt. Mark Groff (mdg116)

_____________________________________________________________________________________


What is God Like? God is Listening 

What is God like? How we answer this foundational question will impact every single area of 
our lives. What is the purpose of life? How do I make things right when I make mistakes? What 
should I do with my money? What career should I pursue? We all have some assumptions 
about what life is about, whether we believe in God or not. These assumptions, if we think of 
them, are connected to our understanding of what is Ultimate Reality. “God” is simply the word 
we use for this ultimate reality. It begs the question - who or what is God? How do Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit relate to God? Is God far off or near? What does God desire of me? This 
semester we are going to investigate these questions.

_____________________________________________________________________________________


We’ve been talking about what God is like and how Christians believe God is Trinity. This 
means we believe in one God who is a loving relationship of Father, Son and Spirit. The Son 
incarnates in the person of Jesus Christ who is fully God and fully human. After the 
resurrection, the Son returns (ascension) to the Father. Following this, the Spirit comes at 
Pentecost and dwells among us: in the world in mysterious ways, in the church and in us as 
individuals. When we read scripture, the Holy Spirit inspires us and when we pray it is the Spirit 
speaking through us. I love how CS Lewis explains it:
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	 “What I mean is this. An ordinary simple Christian kneels down to say his prayers He is trying to 
get into touch with God. But if he is a Christian he knows that what is prompting him to pray is also God: 
God, so to speak, inside him.  But he also knows that all his real knowledge of God comes through 
Christ, the Man who was God – that Christ is standing beside him, helping him to pray, praying for 	
him. You see what is happening. God is the thing inside him which is pushing him on-the motive power. 
God is also the road or bridge along which he is being pushed to that goal. So that the whole three-fold 
life of the three-personal Being is actually going on in that ordinary little bedroom where an ordinary man 
is saying his prayer. The man is being caught up into the higher kind of life…he is being pulled into God, 
by God, while still remaining himself.”  

Read these two passages: 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 
Or what person is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf of bread, will give him a stone? Or 
if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? So if you, despite being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those 
who ask Him!” - Matthew 7:7-11 NASB2020


“Now in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know what to pray for as we 
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches 
the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God.” - Romans 8:26-27 NASB2020


Move into a time of silent prayer: 

Begin with praising and adoring God:

	 Father in heaven, praise and glory be to your name…I praise you for __________ 

Submit yourself to putting God’s will before your own:

	 May your kingdom come and will be done on earth as in heaven… 

Recognizing your desire God’s will, bring your requests and confess your sins

	 Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive others… 

	 What do you need to confess?


	 What needs will you bring to God?


Wrap up your prayer by asking for God’s strength:

	 Save us from the times of trial and deliver us from evil. Amen.


