
CSF Weekly Gathering - October 7 

We’re glad you’re here! CSF’s weekly gathering is intended to be a 
space where students can meet together, discuss scripture, pray and 

build relationships. Our vision is to Make Disciples of Jesus on 
Campus. We are a Christian organization, but wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey - lifelong Christian, uncertain believer, part of 
another faith, or unsure God even exists - you are welcome to here. 
We seek to interact, and even disagree, with kindness and respect.  

Stay Up To Date: 
Website – https://www.csfpa.com/psu-berks 

Instagram @csfberks

Twitter - @csfberks

Discord and GroupMe too!


Upcoming Events: 

Leadership: 
President – Emily Clapper (ezc80)	 	 	 Vice President – Danny Frederick (dpf5238) 

Secretary – Ayomide Ogunleye (afo5187) 	 	 Treasurer – Nathan Bonslaver (njb5515)

Worship Coordinator - Katie Lowery	 	 	 Exec-at-Large - Nivia McNeil

Pastor - Dave Hershey (dave@csfpa.com)	 	 Advisor - Sgt. Mark Groff (mdg116)

_____________________________________________________________________________________


What is God Like? God is Listening 

What is God like? How we answer this foundational question will impact every single area of 
our lives. What is the purpose of life? How do I make things right when I make mistakes? What 
should I do with my money? What career should I pursue? We all have some assumptions 
about what life is about, whether we believe in God or not. These assumptions, if we think of 
them, are connected to our understanding of what is Ultimate Reality. “God” is simply the word 
we use for this ultimate reality. It begs the question - who or what is God? How do Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit relate to God? Is God far off or near? What does God desire of me? This 
semester we are going to investigate these questions.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

God is Spirit 

	 Icebreaker – How do you imagine the Holy Spirit?  A person? A force? How would you 
explain the Holy Spirit to someone?


Read John 4:1-26


What jumps out at you? What does this teach us about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit? 
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John’s Gospel - Work, Rest, Blood, Water, Signs and so on… 
	 John 1:1 begins with “in the beginning” echoing the beginning of Genesis. The creation 
poem in Genesis moves through seven days of creation. Likewise, we see “the next day” 
mentioned three times in John 1 (v. 29-34, 35-42 and 43-51). Jesus is portrayed as working 
day by day, just as God did in Genesis. When we get to the wedding feast where Jesus 
changes water into wine, we read it is on the “third day” (2:1) which again points to the Genesis 
story. This changing water into wine is the first of the “signs” that reveal Jesus glory 
(2:11).There are seven total.


	 When we get to John 4, Jesus speaks of bringing his “works” to completion (4:34). The 
Samaritan woman is seeking water and Jesus tells her he has living water. Jumping on ahead, 
when Jesus is crucified he says, “it is finished” (19:30). After this, Jesus is pierced, blood and 
water flow from his side - this ties right in with the living water AND the wine that represents 
Jesus’ blood in communion/Eucharist. Then just as God rested at creation, so Jesus rests on 
the Sabbath. 


	 When Jesus rises from the dead, it is on the “first day of the week” (John 20:21). Jesus 
then appears to his disciples and breathes on them (again, echoes of Genesis) and breathes on 
them the Spirit (20:21).


	 So, what does the Spirit do?


Read John 14:8-31 and 16:4-15


	 What do these passages tell us about God, Jesus and the Spirit?


Key Points:

1. The Holy Spirit has been active from the very beginning at creation on through empowering 

the prophets and even Jesus Christ.

2. The early church fathers concluded that the Holy Spirit was the third person of the Trinity, 

equal to the Father and the Son.  While the Son incarnates – becomes human by taking on 
flesh – the Spirit indwells – comes to live in and with us now.



