
CSF Weekly Gathering - October 14 

We’re glad you’re here! CSF’s weekly gathering is intended to be a 
space where students can meet together, discuss scripture, pray and 

build relationships. Our vision is to Make Disciples of Jesus on 
Campus. We are a Christian organization, but wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey - lifelong Christian, uncertain believer, part of 
another faith, or unsure God even exists - you are welcome to here. 
We seek to interact, and even disagree, with kindness and respect.  

Stay Up To Date: 
Website – https://www.csfpa.com/psu-berks 

Instagram @csfberks	 	 	 Twitter - @csfberks	 	 Discord and GroupMe too!


Upcoming Events: 
Hike - Sunday, October 24


Volunteer at Hope Rescue Mission - 


Concession Stand - November 20


Leadership: 
President – Emily Clapper (ezc80)	 	 	 Vice President – Danny Frederick (dpf5238) 

Secretary – Ayomide Ogunleye (afo5187) 	 	 Treasurer – Nathan Bonslaver (njb5515)

Worship Coordinator - Katie Lowery	 	 	 Exec-at-Large - Nivia McNeil

Pastor - Dave Hershey (dave@csfpa.com)	 	 Advisor - Sgt. Mark Groff (mdg116)

_____________________________________________________________________________________


What is God Like? All Truth is God’s Truth 

How we answer this foundational question will impact every single area of our lives. What is the purpose of life? How 
do I make things right when I make mistakes? What should I do with my money? What career should I pursue? We all 
have some assumptions about what life is about, whether we believe in God or not. These assumptions, if we think 
of them, are connected to our understanding of what is Ultimate Reality. “God” is simply the word we use for this 
ultimate reality. It begs the question - who or what is God? How do Jesus and the Holy Spirit relate to God? Is God 
far off or near? What does God desire of me? This semester we are going to investigate these questions.

_____________________________________________________________________________________


	 Living in our secular age means that we experience faith differently than Christians who may have believed 
the exact same core doctrines as we do but lived 500 years ago. Some argue a secular age is one that rejects 
religion in favor of science. But this is simplistic. Philosopher Charles Taylor defines a secular age as one where all 
beliefs are contested. We who are Christians, even if we grew up Christian, recognize there are plenty of other 
options. Yet those who have no religion are often haunted by transcendence and a loss of meaning. In other words, 
all beliefs are contested in a world with plenty of options. 


	 Another part of this is that it is not as simple as contrasting “religion” vs. “non-religion.” There are plenty of 
religious options available - we could join a different religion or simply a different form of Christianity than we grew 
up in. More and more people, seeking their authentic selves, cobble together a form of spirituality that may include 
ideas from many religions.


	 The question before us tonight is what it looks like to have faith in Jesus in a pluralistic and secular age. 
The foundational point (What is God Like?) is that God is Truth. Or to put it differently, all truth is God’s truth!


mailto:dave@csfpa.com


Definitions 
A. “Religion”, “Denomination”, “Cult”


1. Religions are broader– Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc.

2. Denominations are divisions within a religion – Christianity is divided into Roman 

Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and numerous Protestant denominations.

3. Cults are divisions within a religion, but divisions such that most within the religion 

see the group as outside 


Point 1 - Exclusivity of Jesus - What it doesn’t mean 
A. Christians assert that Jesus is unique as the clearest revelation of God; Jesus is God 

appearing in human flesh.

B. This is often simply put that Jesus is the only “way” to God (based on John 14:6).

C. Let’s begin by saying what this does NOT mean.


“Christianity has a long history of violence, sexism, racism and more. If Christianity is true, how 
come Christianity appears to be another sinister religion?” 

It does not mean Christianity is Perfect - Christianity as an institutionalized religion is far 
from perfect; the history of Christianity is filled with murder, violence, abuse and justification of 
all sorts of injustice. 


- Sin affects us as individuals as well as institutions - and as confession is a core part 
of faith we can and must confess the times and places where Christianity has failed.


- As far as Christianity gets the person and work of Jesus right, the beliefs and 
doctrines of Christianity are closer to truth than other religions. 

• But again - there are plenty of beliefs/doctrines/theologies in institutional 

Christianity and each of our lives that are not true.

• Illustration: God has created the “territory” and every religion is trying to make a 

map of the “territory” – the map Christianity provides is closest to the real territory, 
but it is not exact (when Christians have thought it was, they usually get arrogant).  
Other religions have maps with some good and bad in them (see below on “Good 
of Other Religions).


“I have plenty of Christian friends and they are just as sinful as anyone else. In fact, my non 
religious and Muslim friends seem nicer.” 

It does not automatically mean Christians are better people than others - In fact, it is quite 
likely we have and will meet persons of other religions who are more loving, kinder, generous 
and so on that we are.


- “The Biblical doctrine of the universal image of God, therefore, leads Christians to 
expect non-believers will be better than any of their mistaken beliefs could make 
them. The Biblical doctrine of universal sinfulness also leads Christians to expect 
believers will be worse in practice than their orthodox beliefs should make 
them...Chrisitans, then, should expect to find nonbelievers who are much nicer, 
kinder, wiser, and better than they are. Why? Christian believers are not accepted by 
God because of their moral performance, wisdom, or virtue, but because of Christ's 
work on their behalf” (Keller, Reason for God, 19)


- Even with this in mind, shouldn’t we expect Christians to be better people?

- Salvation by grace is not a justification to sin (Romans 6:1)

- We are called to be perfect as Jesus is perfect (Matthew 5:48)

- This should drive us to humility which leads to:




“Fine, I get it that Christians are not perfect. But isn’t this just a way of them putting up barriers 
to God or justifying their imperfection by saying they are God’s favorite?” 

It is not a weapon to wield over others - To say Jesus is the only way to God does not mean 
Jesus is blocking the path for people who want to get to God, as if he is trying to hold them 
back – it is to say that Jesus is welcoming all who seek God to find God through him.


- Jesus said “when I am lifted up, I will draw all people to me” (John 12:30). God - in 
the Holy Spirit and Jesus - is working to draw people.


- From this, those of us who claim to follow Jesus do not get to judge who has access 
to God. Jesus is the way and Jesus is the gatekeeper.

• Jesus said that tax collectors and prostitutes (sinners) were entering the kingdom 

of God ahead of people who were sure of their place with God (Matthew 21:31).

• Jesus portrayed God as constantly going out and searching for those who were 

lost (Luke 15 - lost coin, lost sheep, lost son). 

• When we get a glimpse of heaven in Revelation 7, we see a countless multitude of 

people from all over the world. 


Answering some other Questions 

Isn’t it arrogant to say there is only one truth?  
- It is exclusive but all religions and all people make exclusive truth claims. 

- It is only arrogant if we assume we have special access to this truth and others don’t

- Christians ought to be humble - We are not asserting we as individuals or even our 

religion as an institution is 100% correct. We recognize we are broken and messed 
up. We recognize we may have things to learn from persons of other religions. 


- Our claim is that there is one God and God is Truth. Further, Jesus is the clearest 
revelation of God and Jesus calls us to self-sacrificial love others. 


- But our claim to a life of following Jesus is a life of constant learning, growing and 
becoming. Discipleship is a walking into truth, not an assumption we are done.


Don’t all  religions teach basically the same thing? 
- How could you possible know this is true?

- The idea that all religions are the same is just as exclusive for it holds a specific view 

of God, which is touted as superior to the beliefs of most world religions. So the 
proponents of this view do the very thing they forbid others to do.


- Illustration: Christians say Jesus is the unique revelation of God and Muslims say 
Muhammad is the last and greatest prophet. There is certainly a disagreement here. 
A third person comes along and says all religions are equally valid.  This person is 
asserting that their opinion (all religions are equally valid) is true and other opinions 
(Jesus is the only way, Muhammad is the only way) are false.  It may sound humble at 
first, but it is just as exclusive (and intolerant) a claim. How does the person making 
this claim know that all religions are equally valid?  


Isn’t religion more about where you were born than truth? 
- Response by Alvin Plaintinga: “Suppose we concede that if I had been born of Muslim 

parents in Morocco rather than Christian parents in Michigan, my beliefs would have 
been different. [But] the same goes for the pluralist...if the pluralist had been born in 
[Morocco] he probably wouldn't be a pluralist. Does it follow that...his pluralist beliefs 
are produced in him by an unrealiable belief-producing process” (Keller, 10-11).  


- In other words - it is probably true that had we been born elsewhere, we’d be quite 
different in our religious/spiritual/theological ideas.


- But this truth applies then to all people - if beliefs are MERELY culturally conditioned 
than so too is the belief of the skeptic or pluralist. Perhaps we are Christians because 



we're born in America, but America is also a cultural environment that allows atheists 
and pluralists.  If culture determines, then it is likely that the Christian, atheist or pluralist 
born in a Muslim country would be Muslim.


- The simple response is: if I am just a Christian because I am born in America than by 
your own logic, you are only an atheist/pluralist because you are in America.  By your 
own logic, in Indonesia we'd both be Muslims.


Religion has led to so much war and bloodshed, shouldn’t we just get rid of it? 
- Yes, there have been many wars and violence rooted in religion.

- Yet, the 20th century was the bloodiest century. Further, the wars of the modern period 

were much bloodier than those of the premodern. There is little hope that simple getting 
rid of religion will end war.


A Path Forward - Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself 

“I get everything that’s been said and I still want to follow my own religion. I don’t want to be a 
Christian. Can we still be friends and can you respect me?” 

Taking the Claims of each religion seriously 
- The only way to say they are all the same is to radically reinterpret them.

- The only way to respect our friends of other religions is to take their religions seriously.

- Religions make truth claims that contradict – both cannot be right


• One God (Islam, Christianity, Judaism) vs. many gods (Hinduism)

• Religions disagree on what happens at death - Islam says you die and are judged 

by Allah and then face either heaven or hell; many Hindus claim we live (and have 
lived) over and over again (reincarnation) – following death we are reincarnated into 
a new life based on our karma (how we lived our previous life)


• Islam says God cannot have a Son; Christian’s foundation is on Jesus as Son

• Hinduism and Buddhism believe in some form of reincarnation; Christians and 

Muslims believe you live once 

• Religions may be similar in some ethical teachings (variations of the Golden Rule are 

found in numerous religions) but differ in many others

- To understand a religion on its own terms is to look at the things that agree and 

disagree with other religions

- Loving your neighbor means loving them just as they are.


• This means we do not seek to harm them or force them to change (this is an error 
that has shown up in history of religion and is repudiated by Jesus)


• It also means we do not harm them by pretending they are just like us (this is the 
error of saying that all religions are the same).


Seeing the glimpses of Truth in Other Religions 

CS Lewis (Mere Christianity, 35) - “I have been asked to tell you what Christians believe, and I am going 
to begin by telling you one thing that Christians do not need to believe.  If you are a Christian you do not 
have to believe that all the other religions are simply wrong all through.  If you are an atheist you do have 
to believe that the main point in all the religions of the whole world is simply one huge mistake.  If you are 
a Christian, you are free to think that all those religions, even the queerest ones, contain at least some 
hint of the truth. When I was an atheist I had to try to persuade myself  that most of the human race have 
always been wrong about the question that mattered to them most; when I became a Christian I was able 
to take a more liberal view.  But, of course, being a Christian does mean thinking that where Christianity 
differs from other religions, Christianity is right and they are wrong. As in arithmetic-there is only one right 
answer to a sum, and all other answers are wrong; but some of the wrong answers are much nearer 
being right than others”




- A Christian admits the truth when found in other religions

- All Truth is God’s Truth and Points to Jesus 
- The first Christians were Jews and in them we see the idea that the Old Testament 

Jewish religion was a preparation for Christ – Jesus was the awaited Messiah (Peter’s 
sermon – Acts 2:14-41; Stephen’s sermon – Acts 7:7-53; Philip and the Ethiopian – Acts 
8:26-40; Paul’s sermon – Acts 13:13-43)


- Something new had happened in Jesus – the Jewish-Christians retained some of their 
old beliefs and practices but the arrival of Jesus the Messiah caused them to modify 
others.  There is change and continuity.


- Early Church Fathers saw Greek philosophy as a preparation for Jesus - Just as Jewish 
scriptures prepared them, so Greek ideas (Socrates, etc.) prepared them.


Justin Martyr’s Second Apology X: “Socrates…cast out from the state both Homer and the rest 
of the poets, and taught men to reject the wicked demons and those who did the things which 
the poets related; and he exhorted them to become acquainted with the God who was to them 
unknown, by means of the investigation of reason…no one trusted Socrates so as to die for 
this doctrine, but in Christ, who was partially known even by Socrates (for He was and is the 
Word who is in every man…”


Clement’s Stromata I.V: “Accordingly, before the advent of the Lord, philosophy was necessary 
to the Greeks for righteousness. And now it becomes conducive to piety; being a kind of 
preparatory training to those who attain to faith through demonstration…For this was a 
schoolmaster to bring ‘the Hellenic mind,’ as the law, the Hebrews ‘to Christ.’ Philosophy, 
therefore, was a preparation, paving the way for him who is perfected in Christ”


- This is an attitude we should have towards other religions: In what ways have other 
religions prepared the people for Jesus? What good is in the other religions that can be 
kept and built upon? What must be jettisoned to make way for Jesus?


- (This is the same question we ask ourselves each day, btw).


The question is not “which religion is correct?” It is simply, is Jesus really the Lord and 
Savior of the whole world? 

3. Let’s Talk About Jesus 
- Christians claim Jesus is unique - in Jesus God comes to us, taking on human flesh. 

Other religions say we must work to God but in Jesus we see the grace of God, we are 
loved just as we are. Jesus is the Truth - the focus is on Jesus and not merely on his 
teachings; Jesus is embodied truth. Jesus rose from the dead and made the way through 
death.


- The Way is a Way of life

• Sometimes Christians talk about believing in Jesus as if mere belief is all that matters 

but we are called to a way of life. Jesus is the Way because he is the Truth and the Life 
(John 14:6). “Truth” and “life” remind us of John 1:1-18 – Jesus is the “word” of truth, 
grace, life and light – Jesus is the embodiment of God. 


• What is the “way” of Jesus? – suffering and triumph through humiliation. The way is to 
cling to Jesus, to live like Jesus lived – to be people of self-sacrifice


• Christians called following Jesus “the Way” – Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22



