
NCF (CSF) - September 21 

We’re glad you’re here! CSF’s weekly gathering is intended to be a 
space where students can meet together, discuss scripture, pray and 

build relationships. Our vision is to Make Disciples of Jesus on 
Campus and we are a Christian organization. But wherever you are 

on your spiritual journey - lifelong Christian, uncertain believer, part of 
another faith, unsure God exists or anything else - you are welcome 
to here. We seek to interact, and even disagree, with kindness and 

respect.  

Upcoming Events: 

Concession Stand Fundraiser - Make some $$$ for NCF! 


Fall Retreat - October 8-10

	 This retreat is going to be AMAZING! Register and pay ($75) online: www.csfpa.com/
fallretreat 


_____________________________________________________________________________________


God is Transcendent and Immanent  

What is God like? How we answer this foundational question will impact every single area of 
our lives. What is the purpose of life? How do I make things right when I make mistakes? What 
should I do with my money? What career should I pursue? We all have some assumptions 
about what life is about, whether we believe in God or not. These assumptions, if we think of 
them, are connected to our understanding of what is Ultimate Reality. “God” is simply the word 
we use for this ultimate reality. It begs the question - who or what is God? How do Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit relate to God? Is God far off or near? What does God desire of me? This 
semester we are going to investigate these questions.


Ice Breaker Discussion - If someone asked you, “What is God like?” What would you say? 

Bible Study: 
Read the main passage and two that go alone with it and ask, “what do these 

passages tell us about God?” 
1. Isaiah 40:12-31 - see also Isaiah 66:1 and Acts 7:48

2. (On your own time you can read about how God does not dwell in temples: 2 

Chronicles 6:12-21 (1 Kings 8) - see also 2 Chronicles 2:6 and Acts 17:24


http://www.csfpa.com/fallretreat
http://www.csfpa.com/fallretreat


A Brief Reflection - God is Transcendent and Immanent 
• Christian Theism Affirms God is both Transcendent and Immanent

• Two other options:


- Deism - When God is Transcendent but not Immanent

• Deism gives us a God that exists above and beyond the cosmos but does not interact with 

creation.  God, like a clockmaker, set the machine in motion and does not interfere.  Deism 
became very popular in the Modern Age (post 1600 AD) as people began to use reason and 
logic to judge the tradition of faith. 


- Pantheism - When God is Immanent but not Transcendent

• In this understanding, God is everything and everything is God.  God is not separate from 

creation (or present within creation), God IS creation: God is the rock and tree and you and 
me. Pantheism is often connected to the great Eastern religions such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism where all things are seen to be one (Monism). 


Discussion: God is both beyond us as incomprehensible and as close to us as the air we breathe.  
Some people, Christians or not, emphasize God’s beyond-ness while others emphasize God’s here-
ness.  What about you?  Do you tend to think of God as far beyond or right alongside?


The Transcendent God Comes Close (Is Immanent) in Jesus 
	 The ultimate example of the transcendent God becoming immanent is in the person of Jesus.  In 
Jesus we believe the infinite powerful incomprehensible God of the universe took on human flesh, 
becoming one of us to walk among us.  This is not necessarily totally new for God has been coming 
close and dwelling with humans since the beginning (tabernacle, temple, speaking to prophets, etc.).  All 
those previous instances of God coming near point to (foreshadow) the Incarnation where at last, God 
dwells among us as human.  Jesus is the clearest revelation of God, the human face of the divine.  

	 

We know God in Jesus while recognizing God remains beyond our full understanding 

Jesus Reveals God – But God Remains Mysterious 
	 God is both the super-powerful ground of existence, necessary being and the living in us friend 
and brother. Throughout the semester we will continue to explore the mystery, beauty and love of God.


Wrapping Up: Key Points 
1. God is transcendent and beyond all the universe, multiverse or anything else we can conceive.

2. God is immanent, a part of the universe, right here with us.

3. A fully Christian view of God holds these two truths in tension - transcendence in immanence

4. God’s clearest revelation is Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus is God with us, the human face of God.  In 

Jesus, the transcendent God became fully immanent within creation.


Closing Questions 
How would you, in your own words, describe God based on this study?


Do you understand transcendence and immanence?  Which one do you tend to favor when you think of 
God?  Do you find more comfort in a big powerful God saying “I’m powerful, trust me” or in the human 
Jesus putting an arm around you to cry with you?



